THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
German element, to which the dynasty and the political capital
belonged, had so far been the predominant one. It was most
advanced in civilization and wealth, although inferior in num-
bers. But the Slavs, the Magyars and the Italians, stimu-
lated by the revolutionary movements of 1848, were striving
for national autonomy, and although Austria had lield the
foremost place in the later periods of the ancient German em-
pire and then after the Napoleonic wars in the German
Confederacy, it seemed problematic whether her large non-
German interests would permit her to play a leading part now
in the political unification of Germany under a constitutional
government. In fact, it turned out subsequently that the
mutual jealousies of the different races enabled the Austrian
central government to subjugate to despotic rule one by the
other, in spite of the hopeful beginnings of the revolution, and
that the non-German interests of Austria and those of the
dynasty were predominant in her policy. But Prussia, except-
ing a comparatively small Polish district, was a purely Ger-
man country, and by far the strongest among the German
st&tes in point of numbers, of general education, of economic
activity and especially of military power. It was, therefore,
generally felt that the attitude of Prussia would be decisive
in determining the fate of the revolution.

For a while the Prussian king, Frederick William IV.,
seemed to be pleased with the role of a leader in the national
movement which the revolution had made him assume. His
volatile nature seemed to be warmed by a new enthusiasm. He
took walks on the streets and talked freely with the people.
He spoke of constitutional principles of government to be in-
troduced as a matter of course. He loudly praised the noble
generosity which the people of Berlin had manifested toward
him in the hours of stress. He ordered the army to wear the
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is inclinations made him devote him-                 ;
